Cambridge City First United Methodist Church
*First Methodist Church in Wayne County, Indiana 1806
*Centerville Methodist Church established 1814

Vandalia 1824-1833
In 1833 the Methodist Episcopal Society was organized in the village of Vandalia by a circuit
rider, Elijah Whitten. The first meetings were held in homes and a school house, but when the seminary
was erected in 1839 it became the regular meeting place of this religious society.

John L. Smith was assigned as the first pastor for this circuit in 1842. During his pastorate
a church building of brick was started on Bas’n (later North Front Street) Church Street,
west of the river.

Cambridge City First United Methodist Church
A deed on record and acknowledged before Oliver P. Morton, Notary Public, shows that two lots
were transferred by A.T. Morton and Charlotte, his wife, to the trustees of the Methodist Episcopal
Church of Cambridge City. The price paid for this land was $190.

By 1844 the new church building hadn't been completed, so it became the task of the newly
appointed pastor, J. H. Hull, to finish it.
Some of the Presiding Elders were deeply concerned over certain appointments, and especially was this so of Joseph
Tarkington, Presiding Elder of the Centerville District. He was much concerned about the unfinished church at
Cambridge City, especially as a new pastor had to be appointed to the Cambridge and Dublin Charge. The retiring
pastor had been there two years and could not be returned. "What shall I do?" inquired the Presiding Elder. "Send
J.H. Hull there; he is just the man for the place," was the reply. Hull was sent, and the first thing he did on reaching
the charge was to sell his horse and apply the proceeds toward finishing the church. The people, inspired by his
zeal, came to the rescue of the enterprise. Early next spring, by invitation of the pastor and trustees. President
Simpson, President of Indiana Asbury University (now DePaul), and J. L. Smith, pastor of the Eastern Charge,
Indianapolis, attended the dedication of the new church.
With this inspiring leader, the people united, and in the spring of the following year 1845, the new edifice was
dedicated.
Written November 28, 1844
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Benjamin Conklin
Among the first members we find the names of the Hutton's, Draper's, Tyner's and Conklin's.
In the early days candles were used to light the house of worship. An invoice from Conklin and
Cannon dated 1847, shows the M. E. Church was charged with four pounds of candles at 12½ c per
pound. Wood was the fuel used; members volunteering to furnish one cord of wood each for the
winter's supply. Until the new church was able to stand alone, it was allied by other churches and visited
by circuit riders and pioneer saddlebag preachers who braved many hardships to carry the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Sunday School attendance was often over one hundred. When a full time minister was
finally obtained, a salary of $225.00 was made foe expenses.
A red letter event for the town occurred in August 1850 when for six days the North Indiana
Conference held its annual session here. Horses, laden with saddle bags, and primitive wagons
assembled in great numbers.
In 1862 fire destroyed the church parsonage along with several valuable church documents. Rev.
Sparks was residing at the parsonage at the time.
On February 10, 1871 the ladies of the church met at the parsonage and organized the Ladies’
Sewing Society, later called the Ladies’ Aid. Their first work was the sewing of carpet rags, quilts,
comforts and woven carpets. T he woven carpet being sold for 25¢ per yard. A quilt or comfort brought
$2.50. On the membership record are found the families of Kershner, Carey, Lorman, Morrey, Ballinger,
Whelan, Hamel, Waltz, Zehrung, Markle, Harding, McGrew, Barefoot and others prominent in the
community. By this time candles had been replaced by coal-oil lamps on posts at the ends of the seats;
the building had been raised and the windows re-constructed. Soon after, coal-'oil chandeliers made
additional improvement. In 1892 further remodeling was done when a corner vestibule entrance was
added, a large colored window was placed in front, curved oak pews replaced the old ones, new carpet
was laid and electric lights installed.
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The Epworth League was organized in 1892, some records show 1893, with 15 members and is
still an active organization, On August 28, 1894 the young women organized the M. E. Mission Society to
contribute financially to the church. The socials held every month to promote Christian fellowship were
the highlights of the period. The church was in 1893 remodeled. A corner vestibule and bell tower was
added. The church also received new stain glass windows at this time. Carved Oak seats, the pews used
today in the present location, took the place of box seats. Electric lights were added and replaced the oil
lamps that had previously replaced candles. In 1889 a new Estey organ was presented to the church by
M.L. Strickler. Previously the church frowned upon church organs and choirs. Hymns, by the old method,
were "lined" by a leader- one line at a time and repeated by the congregation.
The last services would be held at this location on October 6, 1910. In time the old church
building was used as a community hall (high school basketball games) and later occupied by a garment
company before it was sold to Omar S. Peelle, publisher of the National Road Traveler. It was later the
site of another house of worship which then moved to the prior Presbyterian Church location.
On January 16, 1902 the new parsonage on Mulberry Street was dedicated. The lot was given
by George Peet. The parsonage was in the area of Becker's Florist showroom today. The parsonage
would be damaged by fire in 1929 and sold to the Highway Commission in 1934. Rev. W. H. Harrison
occupied the parsonage at the time. The parsonage would be moved to the Wheeler home at the
northeast corner of Main Street and North Walnut Street after the fire.

1. Village of Vandalia 2. South Front Street (East Church St.) 3. West Main Street Church
4. Location of Original Parsonage 5. Second Parsonage location 6. Shawnee Ave. Parsonage
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Photo Ca. 1916 (Lolly Dale's Grocery, Right. This is now the Church's west parking lot)

It was through the "vision" of W. D. Trout, in 1903 that a fine new church home was built on
Main Street. He proceeded to direct all organizations in the church to this end. The Mission Society was
reorganized into the Social Union which raised hundreds of dollars for this purpose and whose service
through the years cannot be measured. Elliot Block would have to have full funding before conference
would allow the Church to be built. The total cost at the time was $20,000.00. In 1909 the vision was
complete. Under the leadership of Rev. Coffin, plans were made for a new edifice on West Main Street.
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Boyer & Close are moving their auto repair shop from the Myers property on W. Main St., to the Marson property on N. Foote St.
This will enable the M. E. people to begin work demolishing the old structure preparatory to erecting a new and modern home of
worship.
Cambridge City tribune June 1910
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The cornerstone for the new church was laid on a bleak autumn 1910 while J. E. Coffin was
pastor. The cornerstone of the new M. E. church this city was laid with appropriate ceremony,
November 2.

The stone was the gift of the contractors, Messrs. Wolf & Ewing of Indianapolis. Of Bedford
stone, its size is 24x23x10. It is located just east of the Main St. entrance, and bears the inscription:
"Methodist Episcopal Church, A. D. 1910." The interior contains a copper box which encloses the
following contents: Bible, Methodist Disciple, history of church and membership, history of Ladies' Social
Union, history of Ladies' Aid Society, History of Epworth League, copy of Nov. 9 issue of The Tribune,
names of official members, picture of old church (interior and exterior), picture and short sketch, of John
L. Smith, who came here in 1842 and built the church in 1844.

It was dedicated May 14, 1911. Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes of San Francisco preached the
dedication. The Church's Organ was installed in 1912. Rev. JW Coffin, who was minister at the time was
largely responsible for securing the beautiful Mohler Pipe Organ through a Carnegie grant. Miss Gaynelle
Hageman, who presided at the organ at all the services, gave full evidence of her musical ability by most
acceptable work. The Organ was restored in 1981.

Cambridge City Tribune dated April 8, 1920
The last payment cancelling the note and mortgage for $6,000 given by the Methodist
congregation at the building of their modern new church edifice has been made, leaving the church free
from debt.

On October 24, 1926, Reverend J.R. Stelle was responsible for a homecoming which was enjoyed
by old members and friends.

The organizing of the Women's Service Guild was in 1933.

In October 1933 the church celebrated the one-hundredth anniversary of its first Methodist
Society. The oldest living member is Mrs. Barbara Barefoot who celebrated her 101st birthday March 28,
1936. Reverend W. H. Harrison, the present pastor, was serving his ninth year. Leona Callaway wrote
and directed a historical pageant.
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(Overhead View of the M.E. Church ca.1940's)

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ORGANIZED
In 1959 the parsonage on Shawnee Avenue (600 Block) was purchased. This was made possible by the
bequests of Joseph and Douglas Hollowell.
1968
Union of Methodist Church and Evangelical United Brethren Church. General Commission on Archives
and History, General Commission on Religion and Race and General Council on Ministries created. Also
this year the church was moved from the Northern Indiana Conference to the Southern.
1976-1978
Church Members grouped together to remodel the Church, saving thousands of dollars. Under the
recommendation of the pastor Joe Kamman, a decision was made to restore the West Main Street
Church versa a new building erected on East Delaware Street. The project took two years to complete.
His creations of glass work began made from damaged window glass from the prior church location.
Several of these Original Stain glass windows are now displayed in the basement communing room,
donated by Mr. Ron Richards.
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1983
This year would make the 150th Anniversary of the Church. Its sesquicentennial would be
celebrated by the name "Jubilee 83". David C. Howard would state, "This is a long and enduring history;
but more importantly, it is but one step in our continuing mission of the congregations service to the
Creator.
2002
Indiana Television meteorologist (WISH-TV 8), Randy Ollis, delivered the morning message.
2011
Bishop Mike Conyer preached the 100th Anniversary of the Church.
In October Adrian Curtis would procure a mission trip to Joplin, Missouri.
2012-2016
The Methodist Church alongside St. Elizabeth's Catholic Church started the "Picnic in the Park". The
Church's served hot lunches to school children and others in need.
2015
The Church's cupola goes under renovations and repair.
2016
New Chimes would be dedicated to Rex Sigler. These beautiful chimes sound at the beginning of Sunday
Services as well as at Noon and 6:00pm six days a week.
2019
Church has its First independent professional Website (www.ccfumc.us) and expands its ministry
through social media platforms, Facebook and Instagram.

The following persons have served as pastors since 1872 when it became an independent
charge: R. N. McKaig, M. A. Tague, George Havens, W. K. Collins, 0. S. Harrison, R. Tobey, W. D. Parr, L. A.
Retts, J. W. Paschall, T. D. Tharp, J. H. Harwell, C. B. Wilcox, F. M. Lacey, W. D. Trout, T. P. Walter, J. E.
Coffin, W. M. Hollopeter, R. C. Jones, A. F. Hogan, J. R. Stelle, and W. H. Harrison., E. S. McKee, R.H.
Wehrly, F.A. Ruder, Byron Stroh, A.P. Beale, K.P. Lininger, Don Utterback, Russell Hall, George Millard,
Irvin King, Joe Kamman, Dale Waltz, Bill Culbertson, John Thomas, R. Bradley Miller, Mark Oldstom,
Emma Lundgren, Steve Johnson, Rory Staubler, Judi Marshall, Curtis Bond, Wayne Tucker, Ernest
Howard, Adrian Curtis, Jeff Shafer. The current acting Pastor is Maxwell Milton
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The dawn of a new day finds a membership of Followers of Christ with all departments organized to
render service. The splendid pipe organ, class rooms, recreation rooms, and well equipped kitchen and
dining room were not foreseen a hundred years ago. With these added advantages the second century
of the church promises to be one of continual growth.

Respectfully submitted,
Chad Wissler, Church Historian MMXIX

